2018 World Cup Final
By Nathan Freitas
Editor: Sports
Weekly Contributor: Soccer Stories
Co editors: Gabriel Valdez & Max Reckerman

The 2018 World Cup was held in Russia from June 14th to July 15th. This was the 21st World Cup, featuring 32 teams. The tournament was played across 11 Russian cities. This was the first World Cup held in Eastern Europe and it did not disappoint. The World Cup final was held on July 15th, with France and Croatia competing to raise the trophy. This was a historic World Cup, with Croatia, a nation of only 4 million people, reaching their first ever World Cup final. 
Although France was one of the tournament favorites, their road to the final was not easy, once they made it out of the group stage, they had to face Argentina, in the round of 16. This game was a thriller, ending 4-3 in favor of France, with some iconic goals being scored in that match. 
Croatia had a tougher path to the final. After topping their group, they struggled in the knockout stages. Croatia won on penalties in back to back games against Denmark and Russia. In the semi final, Croatia knocked out England, one of the tournament favorites, in an extra time thriller. 
The game was under way, the first World Cup final to use VAR. The scoring opened in the 18th minute, with an own goal scored by Mario Mandzukic. Shortly after, Ivan Perisic tied the game. The game quickly shifted in favor of France, after Antoine Greizmanb converted a penalty late in the first half. At the beginning of the second half, Paul Pogba scored a long range wonder goal adding to France's lead. Soon after, the French teenager, Kylian Mbappe scored to give the French a three goal goal. Late in the game, Mario Mandzukic scored after an error from the France goalkeeper. Croatia was unable to comeback from the deficit but ended up losing the game four to two. 
The 2018 World Cup final between France and Croatia was a historic match. This game was more than just a final, it proved to be both a game of emerging talent and underdog resilience. 
